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SOUTH GROVE RECREATION COMPLEX

[PROJECT NARRATIVE]

The proposed redevelopment of Mountain Iron’s South Grove Recreation Complex
provides park improvements that will create a welcoming space for community residents of
all ages and abilities. Crucial improvements to the layout, functionality, and drainage of the
park will also be addressed.

Under this proposed plan, the park will entice users from Mud Lake Road, with views

of a playground feature and a brand-new park building and plaza to compliment the
existing picnic shelter. A parking lot will provide 33 stalls adjacent to Mud Lake Road to
help formalize and organize parking. It will be strategically located next to amenities for an
easily accessible route to the new playground and plaza space for all of the community to
enjoy. The existing maintenance and warming house building will be replaced by a brand-
new park building, serving both maintenance and park users. Park users will benefit from
new bathroom facilities, revamped concessions, a warming house in the winter, and a
community meeting space. Park maintenance staff will also have an upgraded storage
space within the building. An added hardscape plaza will span between the park building
and the existing picnic shelter to create a flexible space that allows for a variety of uses as
needed with movable tables or the ability to set up for a small gathering space for public
and private gatherings.

The improved recreation complex will also include new play areas for children, including a

large play structure and a multi-purpose flexible lawn for unstructured play. Seating will be
provided around the play area for respit as their parents watch their children. An expanded
network of walking trails will connect the major park amenities, and provide series of loops
to give a diversity of walking experiences for all users.

One loop will form the outer edge of the central flex lawn and the other larger loop will
circle the western baseball diamond. On the southern edge of the park, the trails will
connect to Forest Drive via an existing trail connection. A re-oriented hockey rink with new
or refurbished boards will support and enhance a destination for league and recreational
hockey in the area. The central great lawn will have the ability to be flooded during the
winter months to allow for an open skate space adjacent to the hockey rink. The existing
archery will remain in its current location but will expand to allow for greater diversity of
experience and skill. The depth of the shooting range will expand, allowing for one closer
target station and one further away, appealing to a variety of skilled users

The existing baseball diamonds will remain in their current location. Stabilized gravel is
proposed in the areas surrounding the dugouts and benches as grass will be difficult to
maintain in these heavily traffic areas. Another option for this would be concrete if the
budget can accommodate.

New dugout structures are recommended but not critical to the improvements at this time.
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Stormwater and runoff are currently significant issues on the site. As is, inefficient drainage
creates flooded zones and over saturated soils. One of the primary benefits of this park
plan is the accommodation and enhancement of the site drainage. A series of swales will
direct water from the baseball fields, tennis courts, plaza, and parking lot around the north
edge of the park, under the existing landbridge, and towards the southern region of the
park. Armoring the swales with rock rip rap in key areas will also provide a clear delineation
of the waterway as well as protect the swales from long term erosion. The existing tennis
courts and existing batting cage will remain in their current location but will connect to
other park amenities by more efficient circulation of sidewalks.

This proposed project will create a safe and inviting space for all residents, enhancing the
current park to accommodate a more active and functional space for events and daily
activities and maintenance.
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SOUTH GROVE RECREATION COMPLEX

[MASTER PLAN]
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SOUTH GROVE RECREATION COMPLEX @New pLAY STAUGTURE
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[EXAMPLES OF PREFAB CUSTOM STRUCTURE]
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